Multicentric gliomas. Report of seven cases.
Multifocal gliomas fall into four main categories: diffuse, multiple, multicentric and multiple-organ. Multicentric gliomas are uncommon lesions of the central nervous system. Even more so are multicentric gliomas lying both above and below the tentorium (16 cases to date, as far we know). We report a clinical series of 7 cases, including 3 supra-infratentorial tumors. The distinctive features of multicentric gliomas are mainly the absence of gross or microscopic connections and absence of seeding along easily accessible routes like the cerebrospinal fluid pathways or the median commissures. We consider the pathogenetic hypotheses and problems of diagnosis, especially differential from other multifocal diseases of the central nervous system.